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COVER STORY

I
n an era of Pinterest, design blogs and 
Instagram, at the onset of a design consulta-
tion, homeowners are often armed with a 
myriad of images and ideas about everything 
from coffered ceilings to sofa upholstery to 
colour palettes. 

So it was a rare moment when homeowner Freda 
Hart presented me with only a few parameters for 
the redesign of her living room and breakfast nook. 
The primary mandate was COLOUR.

Hart’s adoration of bold hues and disdain for 
beige became apparent as the design process  
got underway. The only challenge was to narrow 
down the colour preferences in order to develop 
one cohesive palette. Hart knows what she likes 
and what she doesn’t and we were both on the 
same page. 

THE LAY OF THE LAND
When someone is drawn to a colourful interior,  
you need a starting point, something to work from, 
whether it is a piece of art, an area carpet, or a 
fabric. It provides the direction to begin the process  
of choosing a colour palette. 

By gathering a variety of patterns, fabrics and 
colours to show a homeowner, I can elicit an under-
standing of their likes or dislikes and ensure they 
are not making hasty decisions just to get the 
project completed. Because colour is subjective, 
people usually know instinctively if they like a 
colour or not.

In this case, Hart wanted to take her time to 
make final decisions. She put no parameters on a 
timeline for the room to be completed because it  
was more important for her that it was a room she 

IN THE 
PINK
BY SARAH ST. AMAND  •  PHOTOGRAPHY BY KELLY HORKOFF

Embracing the bold and bright side of the colour wheel
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Designer Sarah St. Amand, principal/owner of GTA-based Sarah St. Amand Interior Design, specializes in residential and 
commercial design projects of all sizes and scope. She has made appearances on Citytv’s CityLine and has gained national 
recognition for her design work. For more information, visit stamanddesign.com.

would love. After several shopping excursions 
and consultations, a colour scheme emerged.

In the way you wouldn’t build an outfit 
around a pair of socks, instead selecting a 
beautiful scarf or a great piece of jewellery, 
the same goes for decor. If you start with 
something you love, you can build a palette 
from it and add the corresponding elements 
to make your home a reflection of your 
personality. 

COLOUR PLUNGE
Hart’s home had a beautiful floor plan and 
great bones but the interior was really a 
blank slate. Considering her love of colour, 
impact was important for her, while remaining 
tasteful at the same time. 

Although the recent trend in design has 
been soft greys with neutrals and light 
surroundings, it was exciting to work with 
Hart because her love for colour was reflected  
in her personality. As a gentle backdrop  
to the colourful furnishings, artwork and 
fabrics, I opted to use Benjamin Moore’s 
Chantilly Lace OC-65. 

As we approached the end of the project,  
a pop of paint colour was added by pulling  
out the teal found in the canvas and the accent 
cushions on the sofa. Benjamin Moore’s Avalon 
Teal CSP-645 did the trick. 

In the breakfast nook, Benjamin Moore’s 
Spa Day CSP-635 gave the all-white kitchen 
a dramatic uplift, which was exactly what 
Hart wanted. 

COVER STORY

FOR THE COLOUR-SHY
Toss pillows (and the occasional throw) are a 
favourite noncommittal way to add a variety 
of colours to a space. They’re easy to mix and 
match and rearrange or replace at any time.

Bringing in some playful patterns is another 
way to add a sense of drama even where very 
little colour is actually present. Look to bold 
geometrics (like a chunky chevron or stripe), 
animal prints and bold wood grains to add 
visual variety without clashing.

Combining patterned pieces with those  
in a combination of neutral tones can 
create a space that suggests colour, but  
with very little colour at all.

Most clients are afraid of using too much 
colour because they worry they will tire of  
the decor, especially with more permanent 
pieces. In order to get a unique design, 
sometimes a designer has to help the 
homeowner to step out of the box.

NOTHING VENTURED,  
NOTHING GAINED
When I first brought Hart the hot pink 
chevron fabric for the chairs and suggested 
having the legs painted white, I thought for 
sure she would be hesitant to commit to such  
a bold choice. Although she had to keep the 
fabric book for several weeks to mull it over, 
she called me up one day and said, “Go for it, 
Sarah!” When the chairs arrived she was thrilled.

The designer’s job is not only to bring  
the look together but to keep the project 
moving along and to manage all aspects so 
everything is cohesive. I enjoy the process 
because it also establishes a relationship 
with the homeowner.

Subsequently, Hart’s family room became  
the next project we’re working on together. 
Dubbed “The Hart Lounge,” I know I will enjoy 
this design experience every step of the way.

SOURCES: LIVING ROOM PAINT: benjaminmoore.com; CHEVRON CHAIRS AND SOFAS: 
Gresham House (trade only); COFFEE TABLE, LAMPS AND BUFFET CABINET: elte.com; 
ARTWORK: custom trade only supplier; AREA CARPET: Minster Interiors (trade only);  
ACCESSORIES: cobistyle.com, Canfloyd; FLOWERS: La Petite Fleur; petitefleur.com;  
KITCHEN LUCITE CHAIRS: ikea.com; TABLE: custom through Sarah St. Amand Interior Design

“BECAUSE COLOUR 
IS SUBJECTIVE, 
PEOPLE KNOW  
INSTINCTIVELY  
IF THEY LIKE A  
COLOUR OR NOT.”

Chantilly Lace 
OC-65

Avalon Teal 
CSP-645

Spa Day 
CSP-635
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SIZING IT UP
There are many important 
guidelines to consider when 
selecting the size for your area 
carpet. In a dining room, for 
example, it should be long and 
wide enough on all sides to 
allow for chairs to slide in and 
out easily. A good rule of 
thumb is approximately 24 to 
30 inches, all the way around 
your table. For a standard 
dining table (42x64 inches) 
that seats four to six people,  
a rug measuring 8x10 feet  
is a good starting point. 

When using an area rug  
in a dining room, it is always  
a good idea to consider the 
furniture arrangement in the 
room before determining the 
rug size. You should measure 

where the area rug will end  
so the rug does not get caught 
under the front of your server, 
sideboard or other pieces  
of furniture. 

THINK OUTSIDE  
THE BOX
Custom is not always synony-
mous with expensive. I have 
assisted many clients who 
have been on the hunt for the 
perfect area rug, later to find 
that a piece of broadloom cut 
to size and serged, or bound 
with a decorative tape, has 
saved the day. This allows you 
to create an area carpet that 
fits your space perfectly, 
fitting the room’s measure-
ments and matching colour 
preferences with beautiful 

design lesson

Laying Down 

Beyond style, type and budget, size is 
the most important factor to consider 
when purchasing an area rug

the Rules

Many consumers make the mistake of 
selecting a carpet that is much too 
small for their space. As a designer,  
I remind clients that area rugs are 

meant to define a space, by way of placement and  
by the statement they make.

I often encounter clients who are skeptical of  
using an area carpet in their room, considering their 
investment in hardwood. However, in most cases,  
a vast space needs a rug to anchor the furniture 
arrangement and define a conversation area. Area 
carpets serve to provide a sense of warmth and 
comfort that a hard-surfaced floor, alone, cannot.

 If your table is round, 
consider having a piece  

of broadloom cut into  
a round area rug.

By Sarah St. amanD
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results. So think outside the 
box: If your table is round, 
consider having a piece of 
broadloom cut into a round 
area rug.

PROPER PLACEMENT
Living rooms present many 
issues when placing an area 
carpet. A common mistake  
I encounter when I first visit 
a client’s home is seeing a 
lone coffee table sitting on 
an area carpet. In doing this, 
all attention is drawn to the 
coffee table rather than the 
entire furniture arrangement 
in the room.

For living rooms, the rug 
should be large enough to 
slide under the front legs of 
sofas and chairs in a seating 
arrangement, unifying the 
furniture. Alternatively, 
depending on the size of the 
room, it looks equally nice to 
have all the furniture placed 
on the area rug. A good 
guideline, is to allow 

approximately 9 to 12 inches 
of exposed floor between the 
rug edge and the perimeter 
walls of the room.  

COLOUR  
COORDINATION
When decorating your home 
from scratch, a good tip is  
to buy your accent rug first, 
and then pull colours from it 
to use on the walls, furniture, 
pillows, and other decor. 
This approach will create  
a consistent colour scheme, 
bringing your whole room 
together. It is far easier to 
buy furniture and accesso-
ries to complement your rug 
than the other way around!

With some careful 
consideration of personal 
needs, precise measure-
ments and an incorporation 
of personal tastes, everyone 
can find an area carpet that 
suits their style and needs.  
It will serve as a beautiful 
addition to any room.
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